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randpa Brooks died, and | can ©

remember all the staries he wsed

o rell me abour our ancedors
| wish | had wricten them downe TRus
story & repeated aver and over Ur'l:"".'dijr
Alin Haley, author of Reots, had a wy-
i, Wihen an alder person diet, ios Mo a
Fibrary bBourme” We have losr so much o
aur histary because wir did not undersiand
the importance of th Urgency 1o record
our relatives’ stores Don't take your refa

tivia and family hetory for granted

importance of genealogy. Family hsio
ry 5 important for everyone, But 1T B 2spe
Cially mmposrtant for African Amencana
Becausé of racism, discriminagion and slay-
ary, our history kas been denied, distorred
and destroed. The study of Black history
recreales aur past on a macro fevel. Black
genaalogy recreabes our histary on a fmiceo
|i-'_"u|.'|

If it had nat-been tor the srzEghes, L
mifices, successes And tarlunes of our BCes
pors, e wosd el nal b herd foaday, We need
to trace-ouar famdy hisoary, for we stand
on our ancewrors shoubders. Dur ancesion
can ng bnger speak for themselves, so we
il speeak for them by researching our
famity bistory and wirlting abaut our BNCes-
tors in biographkes books, articles, and

sresertarions at the famuly reunion

Beginning. Contrary 1o popular belef,

wenealopy does not DEgIn L Ehe Phbe ey

Tracin

Many peaple think they can log onm the
Internet, fype m their anceston Nama
and trace ther family tree before they
o off. Then thay gt frustrated when
they ean'c find anything

Cenealogy & [Ke putting togethar 3
plzibe or walving & mystery. CGeneakogy
iy donis by gathering bats and peeced ol
svidance and aseembling o fomitly history
For many, genealogy 1 a life long hobby;
It 15 5o fascimating that if caprivazes
people. it the most interestng ching |
have ever done

Cenealogy starts at home, Start By
WIELINE your autobiogragphy, your life
story. Vo are the firse link in yodr family
pree, Record what you rememiber § ot
woor lihe, pour refatnnes and your aNces:
pory while it is soll fFesh. Recosd what
POUT PArENTS [l you aboul your ances

tors bedore you forget

Oral History. Moxr, wdentify all lving
relatives and intersew them, your facher,
maother, aunt, unche, or gandmother, Get
thair lsfe spory and dom 't ks mteraew DhE
older people

Ml okt Licha A | were s\wappang
farmity stanes one day when she men-
pioned something about our grandtather
| abmost Forgos Lydia lrved i Pittsburgh
with my grandparents until she was nipe
vears-old. She had sioried abhoul my grand
parengs and ocher relaoves | needed 1o

record:
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| spent sin hours video recording Lydia’s
Iide story In Decembes 20058 She had can
cer, but was In good spmits et sunmy day
Lvdia died fifteen montha later. Collecting
aral hastory 1 the most important thing

FeiLl can i

Family Records. Look into your bie

mend, atvic, trunk, scrapbook and phats
mlbssrms for anytheg and #evyrhing That

has the pame o an ancessor on i
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L Fathars. Mamy of our

of the Coik Cwunty Assnciation fn 1939, B8,

o e Conk Coniy mdnu:u:-h = ASA MORRE BUIROUGHES fathers and grandfathen
TRl e ML Alioruty s Dizvcter =" Snnmiry M, S99 Dwcember 33, WEL B evved in the military,
ﬁ“hmm H-"I'""“ B dh.,,." Exerutly® {'.'Iﬁ;III whech has great records.
:r-:!: :.ﬂ- Bhry 'ﬂ""m _':“u'"""_" b Sparch the trunk or
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First look for phe mily Bible. tn the old
days. when babies were bosn, the family
brought out the Bible and recorded the
namie of the baty and the berth date, Bibles
alsey havwer pages for deachn and marnages.

Baprismal records are also impoTtant
My mom did not have a birth certilicate.
beut hetr bapelsm certificare listed her birth

date, bagrsm dabe and her parenty’ namas

Funeral programs and obitusnes.
Muny pecpie save programs passed ot at
Funarals, which have chituares imeede, Thiey
alig save abinunes clipped from newspa-
s, Obruarses can be a gokd mine of fame
iy anfoerma o,

My grandifarher died in 1971, befare |
stirted tracing mvy family history in 1975
When my grandmather gave me a copy of
Crandpa’s lineral progran | was stunned
ar biis legal accomphishments. He was sec
retary wnd president of the Cook County
Far Avspciathon and starred their law
library In che 1920,
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Mewspaper obituaries often fist the
decessad’s birth date, death date, resi-
dence, parenty’ names aiblings and che

residences, children, surdvang refacmaes,

mintster, the name of the church sttended. |

and the name of the cemetery whess bur-
e, Cempteries alio have good records

Birth and Death Certificates. Aftes the
dares and locareors of berth and death are
determined. order birth and death certif-
cates. They aiten lisg parenis” names which
takes o back anocher generapion in your
family tree. Death certifcates sometimes
list social secunty numbens and military
servace, sdditional sowrces for records

Thirse records are nat very Expensive-
bevween 55 and 520, Consult Where 1o
Wrire For Vit Records, which sty where
o obtain thess reconds, how mwch they
cost, and what years recornls are available,
It is also giailable an the Intemet: waaw,
cocgoyncind howto wiw/ wiwelcam hrm
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scrapbook for 2 milicary
discharge cermificate
it will nar |z parents’
names but will lisc
acddress, date of barth,
education, cooupa-
i, military service
numbsar, when enisted
arvd discharged, where
servied and matdals
- garmed,
| located my dad’
discharge cermificare
I in the basement, |
" s very fortunate
because the milicary
no longer had & record of him. World
War { and Il service records are stored i
thi Magional Peranmel Racords Center in
S Lowi A fire in 1973 destroyed 80% of
the records. | had more infarmation than
thv milicary had, So reat those discharge
ceftificate: a5 rare, valuable documents,
ard ‘check Fecords. (i St Lo 1o see if your
ancieston’ recoeds afe in the 2% thar sur-
vived, <www.archives govise- i >
Miost seddiers recenved vereran s benefics
afver ther sernce. Contact your local VA
affice porequass 1o view thelr records,

Internet. Afrer the above records are
sgarched, the Intermet can be a frur-
ful source. Instead of entering narnes in
Google or genealogy darabases, it is bater
to search specific databases

Thwe Social Security Master Death Indes
is one of the bast beginning soumes. It
gontains milfions of people who died, had
hocipl Security and someone received theis
bervelita Several free sited have the daabase,
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Family, contwieed from page 25
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If o bocate a name in the recond, write the Social Secunty
!l Al Berrg | .ﬁ:, =

Admunistranon for a copy of the original application, which some-

times lists parents’ names: The fee is 527, [Office !'E"'a- e
of Central Records Operanons, Social Security '
Administration; Baltimore, MO 27201.) Even if you
dain't ind an ancestor in the database, if thiry deed,
and you know their Social Security number, apply

. " ey i

gl Center for
%Im Satlstics

for thelr applicacon.
The most popular genealogcal records are
Census records, They were created every ten years

1 rE — =

and It people in family groups and contain tons P fme i
e o Bar ST

af genealogical miormation :."’:. "=:’.:.:".'_ I

Cenis records are on the Internet for a fes. = :

However, you can search these for free ar many i o |

TR

libraries 1 you lwe in Washingoon, or one of the :T_'—:_
thirteen majar cites that have regional archives, - —
wou can search the databases and the original ;T e il |
microfilm for free. ¢ wwwaarchivesgov/> - s e

Tracing your family rree is both fun and reward- :"a—"'_._ ":"" ]
ing. Anybody can do it. It doesn't cost much to - -
recard your story, interviaw your relatives. look m Lﬂ '5_
your batements and order a few vital records. Find i s

S plre i

mare tips and sotircesm my book, Black Reets:
A Beginnen Guide ro Tracing the Family Trre. @
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